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1. Name of Property

historic name Deerfield Center Historic District

other names/site number NA

2. Location

city or town Deerfield NA [ vicinity

state New Hampshire code NH __ county _Rockingham code 915  zip code 03037

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this ™ nomination
[J request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
B8 meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

O natlonally [] statewide locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

anee My boreotor  Y7foa/pz

Signature of certifying official/Title / Daté

NEW HAMPSHIRE
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [J meets [ does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

i
4. Natiogial Park Service Certification A /. A I
| hereby/ertify tha@ the property is: ) lgna\"re of {hf eeper , ' Date of Action
U entered in the National Register.
[] See continuation sheet. ‘ X 4 )\ q / 0

— =
[J determined eligible for the
National Register

[] See continuation sheet.

(] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

(1 removed from the National
Register.

[ other, (explain:)




Deerfield Center Historic District
Name of Property

Rockingham County, NH
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private ‘[ building(s)
(X public-local X district
[ public-State [] site
U] public-Federal O] structure
[J object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "'N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
12 4 buildings
sites
structures
objects
12 4 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

1

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

EDUCATION: library

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

GOVERNMENT: city hall

EDUCATION: library

RELIGION: religious facility

GOVERNMENT: city hall

RELIGION: church-related residence

RELIGION: religious facility

SOCTAL: meeting hall

GOVERNMENT: fire station

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Greek Revival

Classical Revival

Stick/Eastlake

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation __granite

walls weatherboard
shingle

roof asphalt

other brick
concrete

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Deerfield Center Historic District
Name of Property

Rockingham County, NH

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “'x”" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

[J A Property is associated with events that have made

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

J B Propenrty is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

(] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x’" in all the boxes that apply.)

Propenrty is:

[ A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

X B removed from its original location.

(0 C a birthplace or grave.

[J D a cemetery.

[J E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
[J F a commemorative property.

[J G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

"Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Community Planning and Development

Period of Significance

1834-1949

Significant Dates
1834

1835

c. 1839

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Foster & Robinson

Chase R. Whitcher

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[J preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

[} previously listed in the National Register

[ previously determined eligible by the National
Register ,

[J designated a National Historic Landmark

[] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

[ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
[d State Historic Preservation Office

L] Other State agency
[1 Federal agency
[] Local government
[J University
[] Other

Name of repository:




Deerfield Center Historic District Rockingham County, NH
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 12.1 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

11,9 [31Y7]6/4,0 |4.717,716/4,0 3 11,9 (3[1,712,8,0 [4,717,719,8,0
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
21119 [311,712,50] |4717,718,4,0 4119 Blu7ei2z0 lwzlz18l01010

[X] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle David Ruell

organization date January 26, 2002
street & number __ 7 Hill Avenue telephone _603-968-7716

city or town Aghland state  NH zip code _ 03217

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name SEE CONTINUATION"SHEET

street & number telephone

city or town state Zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Architectural. Classification (cont.)
Gothic Revival
Late Victorian
Other: mid 19th century gable front house
Other: early 19th century cape
Other: mid 19th century two-story central entry house
Other: mid 20th century cape

Materials (cont.)
foundation concrete

stone
walls wood -
vinyl
brick
roof slate
steel

Description

The Deerfield Center Historic District is laid out along
0ld Center Road South in the village of Deerfield Center.
O0ld Center Road South begins at the eastern end of the
district at its intersection with three other roads. From
this four corner intersection, Raymond Road runs southeast,
Candia Road runs southwest, North Road runs somewhat east
of north, and 0ld Center Road South runs northwest. About
halfway through the district, between the Town Hall (#5) and
the Baptist Church (#11), 0ld Center Road South curves to
the south to a new course that is slightly north of due
west. The road is fairly level through much of the district,
although it rises slightly at its east end to the
intersection and descends slightly at its west end into a
shallow valley. The land included in the district is also
relatively level, with only the properties at the east end
and at the southwest corner of the district (#1, #6, and #7)
having any significant slopes. 0ld Center Road South is
paved with shoulders that are mostly grassed. The shoulders
are paved in front of the Soldiers Memorial (#2) and the
Baptist Church (#11). A row of typical wooden utility poles
‘runs along the southerly side of the street. Otherwise
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Description (cont.)
street furniture is limited to mailboxes and a few traffic
and parking signs.

The Deerfield Center Historic District includes seventeen
buildings, fourteen major buildings and three outbuildings
(one garage and two sheds), all fronting onto the street.
The buildings are set on fairly spacious village lots. They
all have front lawns of varying depths, save for the Fire
Station (#3) which has a paved area on its street front. And
they are set apart from each other by comfortable side
yards. The buildings are all of wooden construction, save
for the brick Soldiers Memorial (#2) and the Fire Station
(#3), which is predominantly wood construction, but uses
concrete block walls in the first story. Most of the
buildings have wooden clapboarded walls. Two buildings (#3
and #4) now have vinyl “clapboarding”. Wooden shingles
appear on the gable ends of one house (#7) and as decorative
bands on the former Freewill Baptist Church (# 11). But,
wooden and asphalt shingles, horizontal and vertical boards,
and novelty siding appear primarily on outbuildings or on
the walls of attached barns and garages. With the exception
of the two buildings that are all or partly masonry (#2,
#3), the district is predominantly clapboarded. White is the
most common color, appearing on nine of the major buildings.
With the exception of the hip roofed Soldiers Memorial (#2)
and the gambrel roofed Fire Station (#3), the buildings all
have gable roofs. They are all of roughly the same scale,
one to two and a half stories high, although the three
churches (#8, #11, #12) all have towers as well.

Ten of the major buildings were built in the 19th century.
The four 20th century major buildings include two public
buildings (#2, #3) and two houses built to replace 19th
century houses that burned (#6, #9). Two of the three mid
20th century buildings (#3, #9) are considered non
contributing because of their young age. The majority of the
major buildings and all of the outbuildings were built in
the vernacular of their day. The Greek Revival style is
represented by the Town Hall (#5) and the Congregational
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Description (cont.)

Church (#8), the Stick Style by the former Freewill Baptist
Church (#12), and the Classical Revival style by the
Soldiers Memorial (#2). The First Baptist Church (#11) began
as a building incorporating features of both the Federal and
Gothic Revival styles, but later received significant
Victorian additions. Classified by original function, the
major buildings included seven houses, six public buildings
(three churches, a town hall, a library, and a fire
station), and one commercial building (a store). One church
became the grange hall and now serves as the town’s
community center. The one commercial building was converted
to residential use, becoming a single family home in the
19th century. One older building, the fire station (#3),
has been so altered that it must now be considered
non-contributing. But, the other older buildings and the
District as a whole retains their basic architectural and
historic integrity.

The description of the individual properties in the
district will begin at the southeast corner of the district,
proceed west along the south side of 0ld Center Road South,
and then return to the east along the north side of the
street.

#1 BALLOU HOUSE | 1 CANDIA ROAD
PROBABLY IATE 1850’s or 1860’s CONTRIBUTING BUILDING

The Ballou House is a mid 19th century vernacular wooden
house on a corner lot at the intersection of Candia Road and
Old Center Road. The two and a half story, gable roofed main
block is set with its northeast gable end facing 01ld Center
Road. The main entrance in the southeast Candia Road side is
sheltered by a one story, hip roofed, enclosed porch that
covers the entire facade. Attached to the southwest gable
end of the main block is the narrower one story gable roofed
rear wing which stretches to the large gable roofed attached
barn. Because of the slope of the land to the west, the
barn is one and a half stories high on the northeast and
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Description (cont.)

southeast, but is two and a half stories high on the
-southwest and northwest. On the barn’s northwest side is a
narrow two story, shed roofed addition. A two level open
deck is attached to the northwest side of the wing and the
barn.

The main block, set on a cut granite block foundation, has
clapboarded walls trimmed by cornerboards with moulded caps.
A deep box cornice, with mouldings, frieze and returns trims
the asphalt shingled gable roof. A brick chimney with
corbeled cap rises from the northwest slope of the roof near
the ridge. The main entry, found in the southerly bay of
the two bay southeast facade, is a four panel door with five
pane full sidelights and a plain frame. The windows of the
three public facades all have 6/6 sash and plain frames. All
but one also have louvred wooden shutters. The two bay
southeast facade has three such windows, one in the first
story and two in the second. The two bay northeast gable end
has two more such windows in all three stories, the two
gable windows being smaller than the lower windows. The two
bay northwest side also has two such windows in both
stories, although the southerly first story window is
smaller and lacks the customary shutters. The southwest
gable end, partly covered by the wing, has just two windows,
both with plain frames and louvred shutters, a narrow 4/4
sash window in the second story and a 6/6 sash window in
the gable.

The enclosed porch on the southwest side of the main block
was once an open veranda. It has granite and concrete
posts, and a short latticework base topped by a sillboard .
with watertable. Four square posts with simple bases and
moulded capitals divide the southeast side into three bays.
These three bays and the single bay at the southwest end are
each now filled by a low clapboarded wall beneath two modern
1/1 sash windows with plain trim. The northeast end of the
porch contains the porch entry, a plain framed modern glass
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door. Above the door is the sign with the supposed date “c.
1830” in raised letters. East of the door is another modern
1/1 sash window above a low clapboarded wall. The low
pitched hip roof is sheathed with asphalt shingles and
trimmed by a box cornice with mouldings and frieze.

The rear wing’s southeast wall is continuous with the main
block’s southeast wall. The rear wing’s southwest end
embraces the north corner of the attached barn, with a
narrow section of the wing extending a short distance down
the northwest side of the barn. The rear wing, set on a cut
granite block foundation, is clapboarded on the southeast
and northwest, but is sheathed with vertical boarding on the
narrow southwest end of the extension. The asphalt shingled
gable roof is trimmed by a box cornice with mouldings and
frieze on the more public southeast side, by close eaves
with frieze on the northwest, and by close verges on the
southwest. The roof ridge is broken by a brick chimney with
corbeled cap. On the southeast side are found four 6/6 sash
windows with plain frames that butt up against the eaves
trim. (Two of them also have louvred shutters.) South of the
windows is a paneled door with a nine pane builtin window, a
plain frame, and two granite steps. The northwest side
retains an older 6/6 sash window with plain frame and
louvred shutters, but now also has a modern double casement
window with single pane sash and a simply moulded frame, and
double sliding glass doors with a plain frame, opening onto
the new deck.

The barn has cut granite block foundations on the
northwest and southeast sides and a poured concrete basement
wall on the southwest gable end. (The foundation is not
exposed on the northeast gable end.) The walls are
clapboarded on the three sides visible to the public, but
are sheathed with wooden shingles on the northwest side. A
box cornice with mouldings, frieze and returns trims the
asphalt shingled gable roof. Plain frames trim the openings.
In the center of the northeast gable end is the main entry,
tall, sliding, double doors made of vertical boards. Above
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the door is a long twenty-four pane transom window. A normal
sized board door is found next to the east corner, while the
gable contains two 6/6 sash windows. The southeast Candia
Road side has three small four pane windows and another
board door with two granite steps. The basement level of the
southwest gable end features a wide central sliding door
mounted on an exterior track. This sliding wooden door seems
to be constructed from three manufactured leaves, each with
an eight pane window above four vertical panels. In the main
level above the basement door is a double door made of
vertical boards, which is protected by a removable gate of
wooden pickets. A 6/6 sash window appears in the gable. The
northwest side is largely covered by the addition, so it has
just two windows, a six pane window in the lower level
opening into the lower level of the addition, and a 6/6 sash
window in the main level between the wing and the addition.

The barn addition has two levels, with a lower storage
area completely open to the outdoors at the southwest end,
and an upper level that is completely enclosed. The
addition has a fieldstone foundation, board and batten
sheathing on the long northwest side, and modern vertically
grooved plywood on the upper level of the northeast and
southwest ends. Close eaves and verges trim the asphalt
shingled shed roof. The lower level has just one window, an
untrimmed six pane window in the northwest side. The upper
level has an 8/12 sash window on the southwest, three six
pane windows on the northwest, and another six pane window
on the northeast, all with plain frames. The six pane
windows in the upper level all appear to be older reused
sash that were installed in new frames. The northeast end of
the upper level also has a modern paneled metal door with a
builtin nine pane window and simply moulded frame opens onto
the deck. :

The modern deck has wooden posts with concrete bases and
sometimes braces, latticework bases, and simple wooden
railings. Because of the steep slope of land to the west, it
has two levels. The upper level, at the floor level of the
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rear wing, is L-shaped, with a large rectangular space in
front of the rear wing and a narrow extension, the same
width as the barn addition, along the side of the rear wing
and the barn, to the barn addition. A short flight of steps
descends to a smaller lower level, square in plan, to the
southwest. On the southwest side of the lower level, a
wooden stairway with two flights and a central landing,
descends to the ground.

The grounds around the house are mostly grassed. A crushed
stone driveway runs from Old Center Road, along the side of
the enclosed porch and wing, to the barn’s main doors, where
it serves a crushed stone parking area set off from Candia
Road by granite blocks. A crushed stone walkway runs from
the main drive along the northeast side of the porch and
main block. A short section of rail fence marks the west
corner of the main drive and protects a large Colonial
Revival style metal and glass light on a tall wooden post. A
fieldstone retaining wall, topped by a chainlink fence,
creates a terrace between the barn and Candia Road. Trees
and shrubs, as well as a few metal and wooden posts, line
the two roads. South of an opening behind the barn, the
Candia Road frontage is marked by a fieldstone wall. Two
large trees stand west of the main block. A lawn to the
northwest of the house is set off by rows of cedars to the
southwest and along the property boundary to the northwest.
The land slopes down to the south and west to a large mostly
level field at the rear of the property. Clumps of trees
grow on the edges of the field.

According to the memories of Dyer S. Smith, as recorded
in 1927, this house was “first settled [by] John Ballou who
sold to John Rand.” 1 1In April of 1859, John M. Ballou

1 wpeerfield Houses” notes of the memories of Dyer S. Smith,
taken in 1927 by Lottie Prescott Hersey and transcribed in
1954 by Joanne Wasson (manuscript, Philbrick-James Library,
Deerfield N.H.) entry # 104
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purchased from James B. Edgerly one hundred acres that
included the present house lot.? Ballou sold most of that
land, including this piece at the west corner of the
intersection of Candia Road and 0ld Center Road South, to
John Rand in 1884.3 Other evidence seems to confirm that
Ballou was the builder. The Rockingham County map of 1857
shows only one building, a wheelwright shop, on the
southerly side of the road between the intersection and the
Town Hall (#5). Edgerly then lived across the road, at the
north corner of the intersection.? So, there was probably no
house here when Ballou bought the land two years later. Rand
is described as purchasing “the farm of John M. Ballou at
the Centre” in an 1884 newspaper item.® This phrase would
imply the existence of the house and the barn at the time of
Ballou’s sale to Rand. So, it is safe to assume that the
house was built between 1859 and 1884.° Unfortunately, a
more precise date cannot be documented. Deerfield tax
records give only the total value of an individual’s real
estate. As property values presumably changed over time and
as Ballou did buy and sell other properties, it is difficult
to correlate the frequent changes in his wvaluation with the
construction of the house.’ The three largest increases in

2 Deed, Book 381, Page 396, Rockingham Registry of Deeds,
Brentwood, N.H.

3 Deed, Book 492, Page 420, Rockingham Registry of Deeds,
Brentwood, N.H.

4 J.Chace, Jr., MAP OF ROCKINGHAM CO., NEW HAMPSHIRE
(Philadelphia, 1857)

> Exeter News Letter, May 16, 1884

6 Local historian Joanne Wasson also believes that Ballou
was the builder of the house. (Interview of Joanne Wasson by
David Ruell, September 27, 1999)

7 “Invoice Books, 1852-1864, Deerfield N.H.” (microfilm,
Deerfield Town Offices, Deerfield, N.H.), 1856-1864, pp.
108,166, 224, 280, 356,428, 478; “Invoice Books, 1861-1875,
Deerfield, N.H.” (microfilm, Deerfield Town Offices,
Deerfield, N.H.), 1861-1872, pp. 262, 316, 370, 424, 476,
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Ballou’s real estate assessment between 1858 and 1885 are a
$1000 increase between 1858 and 1859, a $500 increase
between 1866 and 1867, and an $800 increase between 1879 and
1880.8 Since Ballou is reported to have purchased a store in
January of 1880,2 the 1879-80 increase should probably be
ignored, leaving 1858-59, the year of his land purchase,
and 1866-67 as the most likely dates for the construction of
the house. But, there are other lesser increases in Ballou’s
real estate assessment, in 1865-66, 1869-70, 1870-71,
1872-73, 1874-75, 1875-76, 1881-82, which may also be
relevant.l0 A date in the late 1850’s or the 1860’s would be
consistent with the style of the house, which resembles the
Baptist Parsonage (#10), built in 1859, and the Goodhue
House (#14), built between 1859 and 1864.

The building, particularly the main block, seems to have
seen relatively few changes. The only obvious change to the
main block exterior is the smaller modern 6/6 sash window on
the northwest side which now serves a bathroom.ll The porch
was obviously enclosed in the mid 20th century, sometime
before 1967, according to one neighbor.l? An undated

502, 1865-1875, pp. 393, 455, 521, 587, 669; “Invoice Books,
1876-1886, Deerfield, N.H.” (microfilm, Deerfield Town
Offices, Deerfield, N.H.) pp. 31, 91, 151, 217, 281, 363,
425, 495, 571, 657

8 “Invoice Books, 1852-1864, Deerfield, N.H.”, 1856-1864,
pp. 108, 166; “Invoice Books, 1861-1875, Deerfield, N.H.”,
1861-1872, pp. 316, 370; “Invoice Books, 1876-188¢,
Deerfield N.H.” pp. 217, 281

9 Exeter News Letter, January 23, 1880

10 “Tnyoice Books, 1861-1875, Deerfield, N.H.” 1861-72, pp.
262, 296, 476, 502, 1865-1875, pp. 393, 455, 521, 587, 669;
“Invoice Books, 1876-1886, Deerfield, N.H.”, pp. 31, 363,
425

11 Interview of Scott Allen by David Ruell, November 2, 2001
12 Tnterview of Sylvia Maley by David Ruell, January 3, 2000
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photograph of the house from the late 19th century or early
20th century shows that the rear wing’s southeastern side
once had a window approximately where the door is now and a
door a few feet north of the present door.l3 Sometime before
1967, the entrance was relocated and a more modern door
installed.!? (The same photograph shows that the rear wing’s
chimney was once located further to the north.l%) More
extensive changes came when the kitchen in the rear wing was
remodeled by Robert and Carolee Jones, soon after they
purchased the house.l® (They owned the house from 1976 to
1984.17) This remodeling appears to have included the modern
casement window and the sliding glass doors. The two-level
deck can also be attributed to the same period of ownership
between 1976 and 1984, as it was not there when the previous
owners lived in the house, 18 but does appear in an 1984
sketch plan of the building.l?

The already noted old photograph of the house does not
show the smaller door on the northeast gable end of the
barn, proving it to be a later addition. The sliding door on
the rear, serving the basement level of the barn, appears to
be a 20th century door, and was in place by the 1970’s. The
concrete basement wall of the barn may have been built by

13 pPhotograph of Ballou house, undated and untitled
(collection of Joanne Wasson, Deerfield, N.H.)

14 Interview of Sylvia Maley by David Ruell, January 3, 2000
15 photograph of Ballou house (collection of Joanne Wasson,
Deerfield, N.H.)

16 Tnterview of Sylvia Maley by David Ruell, January 3, 2000
17 peeds, Book 2261, Page 411, and Book 2439, Page 360,
Rockingham County Registry of Deeds, Brentwood, N.H.

18 Interview of Sylvia Maley by David Ruell, January 3, 2000
19 wpeerfield Cultural Resources Survey” (manuscript, N.H.
Division of Historical Resources, Concord, N.H.) survey form
#163 prepared by C. Tethers, 1984
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the Joneses.29 The addition on the barn may have been built
as early as the 19th century, but the addition was remodeled
by the Joneses for the flower shop they operated in it.21
This remodeling must have included the modern door on the
northeast, the 8/12 sash window on the southwest, the
plywood sheathing on the two ends, and the recycled six pane
windows.

Major changes to the Ballou House have been largely
confined to the parts of the building seldom seen by the
public, the northwest and southwest sides of the rear wing
and the barn, as well as the barn addition. These changes
would include the new windows and doors of the rear wing and
barn addition, the open deck, the new door and wall on the
rear gable end of the barn. From the streets, the only major
change obvious to the passerby is the enclosure of the
porch. But, while the original elements of the porch seem to
survive. The Ballou House therefore retains its basic
architectural integrity.

#2 SOLDIERS MEMORIAL 4 OLD CENTER ROAD SOUTH
1913-1914 CONTRIBUTING BUILDING

The Soldiers Memorial is a brick Classical Revival
library. The one story hip roofed main block has a fully
exposed basement level on the rear (southwest). In the
center of the main block’s northeast street facade is a
large pedimented gable roofed portico supported by four
columns between wide brick piers projecting from the main
block.

The brick walls of both the main block and the portico
are laid in stretcher bond above cast stone foundations made

20 Tnterview of Sylvia Maley by David Ruell, January 3, 2000
21 Ibid.; interview of Elsie Brown and Joe Sears by David
Ruell, December 17, 1999
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of fine grained concrete cast to‘look like stone blocks. The
main block and the portico have different foundation
designs. But they do share the same continuous eaves trim,
an elaborate wide wooden entablature featuring a cornice
with courses of dentils and egg and dart moulding, a deep
frieze, and a moulded architrave. The entablature is
pedimented on the portico’s gable. The portico’s gable roof
is lower than the main block’s hip roof, but both are
sheathed with slates. The horizontal roof ridges are covered
by metal mouldings ornamented at both ends on the hip roof
and at the street end on the portico roof by small metal
volutes decorated with rosettes.

The portico is set on a low base of three courses of
cast stone concrete blocks, with the lower course and the
upper course projecting slightly beyond the middle course.
The lower course has a beveled top. Set on the base at the
northwest and southeast sides of the portico are wide brick
piers with no exterior openings. (Each contains a closet
entered from the interior.) The walls of these piers are
laid in a banded stretcher bond with projecting and receding
‘courses that follow a regular pattern, with single recessed
courses between projecting bands that are alternately four
and two courses deep. Between the piers is a wide opening
served by three cast stone concrete steps below the slightly
projecting cast stone outer course of the portico floor. An
ornate metal railing is now found in the center of the
steps. The floor of the portico is (save for the cast stone
blocks on the outer street edge) covered by small mosaic
tiles, mostly white with some red tiles forming a border
with a simple fret pattern. The portico ceiling is sheathed
with beaded boarding and trimmed by a simple ceiling
moulding. A modern electric light is now mounted on the
ceiling.

Four cast stone concrete columns are set in pairs at the
ends of the portico’s opening on the floor’s outer cast
stone course. The classical columns -have square plinths,
round bases, and fluted shafts. Their elaborate capitals are
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a variant of the Ionic order, each with four angled volutes
on the corners, an egg and dart moulding beneath the
volutes, and a fleuron, a small floral ornament, on each
side, between the volutes. The columns and the brick piers
support the horizontal cornice of the pediment. On its
frieze above the entry is the building’s title “SOLDIERS
MEMORIAL” in raised letters. In the flush boarded tympanum
of the pediment is an ornate carved foliated ornament with
flowing branches and leaves, whose roughly triangular shape
echoes that of the pediment.

The rear brick wall of the portico opening is the north-
east front wall of the main block. In its center is the main
entry, with its simple rectangular concrete sill and lintel.
The lintel which butts up against the ceiling bears the-
inscription “PHILBRICK-JAMES LIBRARY”. The entry proper is
slightly recessed. The wooden framed glass door is protected
by an iron screen of vertical bars ornamented by scrollwork
and decorative upper ends. The door is framed by wooden
posts on which are found paneled pilasters with moulded
bases and capitals. Flanking the door on each side are
three-quarter sidelights, each above a moulded wooden panel.
The sidelights are filled with leaded glass, in triangular
panes forming three stacked rectangles. Metal bars protect
the lower portions of the sidelights. A simple moulding
trims the outer edge of the sidelights and panels. The
sidelights and door are topped by a continuous wooden
cornice with small dentils, frieze and architrave. Above the
cornice are three transom windows, again of leaded glass
with triangular panes. The two smaller end transom windows,
above the sidelights, are each rectangles formed of four
triangular panes. The central transom window above the door
has a pattern of two squares, each made up of six triangular
panes. The transom windows are topped by a simple wooden
moulding.

Mounted on the main block wall to each side of the main
entry is a large rectangular bronze plaque honoring those
Deerfield residents who served in our country’s wars. The
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names of those who served in the Revolution and the War of
1812 are found on the easterly plaque, while those who
served in the Civil War and the Spanish American War are
listed on the westerly plaque. Additional bronze plaques
were later placed on the inner walls of the portico’s piers.
Two large bronze plaques for the Deerfield veterans of World
War I and the Vietnamese war are mounted on the northwest
portico wall. A large bronze plaque for the veterans of
World War II and the Korean War is mounted on the southeast
wall beneath a smaller plaque erected in honor of Lieut.
Nathanael Meloon in 1923 by a descendant.

The three public facades of the main block, the north-
east street facade and the northwest and southeast ends,
share the same window design and the same cast stone base
which is interrupted only by the portico. The cast stone
base, which rises to the window sill level of the main
story, consists of five courses of plain long cast stone
concrete blocks beneath a projecting moulded concrete
sillcourse. The lowest course, continuous with the lowest
course of the portico foundation, also projects slightly
like its portico counterpart. The two bays of each end wall
and the end bays of the three bay northeast main facade,
each have a basement window and a main level window, all of
the same design. The low horizontal basement window, which
has three panes and simply moulded wooden frame, interrupts
the two lower courses of the cast stone base. The main level
window, set on the stringcourse, is a large 1/1 sash window
with simply moulded wooden frame, and a cast concrete
lintel. The lintel has slanted ends and a central projecting
keystone that rises into the brick wall above. The central
bay of the northeast street facade is occupied by the
already described entry and portico.

The rear wall is two stories high because of the fall of
the land. The rear wall is entirely brick beneath the wooden
entablature, save for the narrow ends of the main level cast
stone base, complete with short returns of the stringcourse,
at the two corners. The wall’s openings are asymmetrical.
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The basement level has to the west a modern six paneled
metal door and two 6/6 sash windows. These basement
openings have simply moulded wooden frames, and plain
rectangular concrete sills and lintels. The westerly portion
of the main level features two large 1/1 sash windows like
those on the three public facades, with concrete lintels
with sloped ends and projecting keystones, but with plain
concrete sills. The easterly portion of the main level
features a group of four tall, narrow 1/1 sash windows, with
simply moulded frames, plain concrete sills, and simple
concrete lintels with sloped ends. In the center of the rear
slope of the main block roof is the brick chimney with its
corbeled cap.

The small library lot is mostly grassed. The lawn slopes
up to the building from the street and the sides. The hedge
along the street is broken only by the brick edged concrete
walk that leads to the main entrance. Large tall shrubs now
grace the two outer corners of the portico. Two more large
but lower evergreen shrubs are found on the lawn in front of
these plants. To the west of walkway is a metal flagpole and
the sign announcing the 1library’s hours. The painted wooden
sign hangs on the ornate bracket of a metal post. To the
east of the walkway is a bulletin board, a large wooden box
with glass front door and gable roofed top, set on two metal
posts. Two deteriorating concrete retaining walls extend the
line of the rear wall to the northwest and southeast of the
rear corners of the building. Trees and shrubs mark the rear
boundary. An asphalt walk leads from the fire station
parking lot (on property #3 to the west) to the rear
basement door.

In 1880, Frederick P. James,acting though an intermediary,
John D. Philbrick, offered the Town of Deerfield $1000 to
establish a public library.2?2 A special town meeting on

22 Joanne Wasson, TALES OF OLD DEERFIELD (Concord, N.H..,
1964) p.13
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September 8, 1880 voted unanimously to accept the gift and
to establish the library.?3 The library opened to the public
on December 18, 1880. 24 The following year, it was named
the Philbrick-James Library for its two benefactors.2® The
library was at first housed in a small upstairs room in the
Town Hall (#5).2% But as early as 1883, a newspaper writer
noted that “a library building is very much needed” .27

The Jere E. Chadwick Woman’s Relief Corps No. 70 was
organized in 1891 as the woman’s auxiliary for Deerfield’s
Grand Army of the Republic post.28 The WRC members were
interested from the beginning of their organization in
erecting a memorial to Deerfield’s soldiers.?? One plan
discussed by the WRC members was a building that would house
a meeting hall for the WRC and the GAR and the town
library.30

About 1910, Julia James Butterfield, the widow of
Frederick P. James, and Laura Marston, president of the Jere
E. Chadwick WRC, met at a DAR convention in Washington. They
discussed the idea of a building and Mrs. Butterfield
offered to give $4000, half the estimated cost, for a
building that would serve three purposes, a town library, a
meeting place for the WRC and the GAR, and a soldiers

23 Exeter News Letter, May 14, 1880; Wasson, TALES OF OLD
DEERFIELD, p.13

24 Exeter News Letter, December 24, 1880

25 Exeter News Letter, March 18, 1881

26 Wasson, TALES OF OLD DEERFIELD, p.1l3

27 Exeter News Letter, March 23, 1883

28 SOUVENIR BOOK OF THE DEERFIELD BICENTENNIAL (Deerfield,
N.H.), p.48

9 Wasson, TALES OF OLD DEERFIELD, p. 14

30 Joanne Wasson, “Information on Soldiers Memorial”
(manuscript, collection of Laura Guinan, Deerfield, N.H.),

p-1
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memorial.3! So, the WRC presented an offer to the annual
1911 town meeting of such a building “to be known as
Soldiers Memorial and to be kept forever as a Memorial to
all soldiers or defenders of this country who claimed
Deerfield as their home”. The offer was, of course, accepted
by the voters, and the WRC set to work raising funds through
sales, dances, and appeal letters.32

By 1913, the WRC was ready to proceed with the actual
building. Laura A. Marston, Adah L. Clark, and Cora E.
Wilson, served as the WRC building committee.33 On April
14, the WRC voted to buy the lot offered by John C. Rand and
authorized the committee to proceed with the work and
specifically to consult with the architect on the plans.34
At another special meeting on April 30, the WRC approved the
plans drawn by architect Chase R. Whitcher of Manchester.39
In July, the small lot was deeded to the WRC.3® By July 23,
the building committee could report to the WRC members that
a contract had been awarded to the Manchester construction
firm of J.H. Mendell Co. to erect the building for $7595.37

31 wasson, TALES OF OLD DEERFIELD, p. 14; Wasson
“Information on Soldiers Memorial”; p.l; interview of Joanne
Wasson by David Ruell, September 27, 1999

32 wasson, TALES OF OLD DEERFIELD, pp. 14-15

33 Bronze plaque inside Soldiers Memorial building; Wasson,
TALES OF OLD DEERFIELD, p.1l5

34 wJournal, Jere E. Chadwick Corps No. 70, Woman’s Relief
Corps, 1912-1920”, (manuscript, collection of Deerfield
Historical Society, Deerfield, N.H.), minutes of April 14,
1913 meeting

35 “Journal, Jere E. Chadwick Corps No. 70, Woman’s Relief
Corps, 1912-1920”, minutes of April 30, 1913 meeting; bronze
plaque inside Soldiers Memorial building

6 Deed, Book 683, Page 460, Rockingham County Registry of
Deeds, Brentwood, N.H.

37 “Journal, Jere E. Chadwick Corps No. 70, Woman’s Relief
Corps, 1912-1920”, minutes of July 23, 1913 meeting;
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Construction began in 1913 and was completed in 1914.38 The
building was dedicated on July 28, 191439 and was deeded by
the WRC to the town on the same day.%° The cost of the
building has been described as both “a little over $8000741
and as “close to $9000”.42

The building has seen some functional change. Originally,
the library occupied the east end of the building, while the
west end of the main level was used as a small hall for the
WRC and the GAR.%3 Deerfield’s GAR and WRC units eventually
faded away, and the library now occupies the entire
building, including the remodeled basement. But, the
exterior is little changed. The two large bronze plaques
honoring the soldiers from the Revolution through the
Spanish American War are original features of the
building.4? But, even as the newspapers were describing the
dedication of the library building and its plaques, they
were also reporting preparations for a major war in Europe.
That war and later conflicts have required the erection of
more memorial plaques, the World War I plaque in 1922,45

Manchester Daily Mirror & American, July 28, 1914

38 Wasson, TALES OF OLD DEERFIELD, p.1l5

3% Exeter News Letter, July 31, 1914; Manchester Daily
Mirror and American, July 28, 1914; Wasson, TALES OF OLD
DEERFIELD, p.15 ‘

40 peed, Book 711, Page 426, Rockingham County Registry of
Deeds, Brentwood, N.H.

41 Manchester Daily Mirror and American, July 28, 1914

42 Wasson, TALES OF OLD DEERFIELD, p.1l5

43 SOUVENIR BOOK OF THE DEERFIELD BICENTENNIAL, p. 49

44 photographs of Soldiers Memorial (collection of Joanne
Wasson, Deerfield, N.H.); Manchester Daily Mirror and
American, July 28, 1914

45 “Journal, Jere E. Chadwick Corps No. 70, Woman’s Relief
Corps, 1920-1929”, (manuscript, collection of Deerfield
Historical Society, Deerfield, N.H.), minutes of meetings of
May 10, July 12, August 9, September 12, 1922
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the World War II and Korean War plaque in 1959,4® and the
Vietnam War plaque in 1988.47 A smaller bronze plaque for
Lieut. Meloon was added in 1923.48 The only other exterior
architectural changes appear to be the replacement of the
rear basement door in the mid 1990’s%%, and the installation
of a railing on the front steps. Basically, the library
appears today virtually as it did in 1914.

#3 DEERFIELD FIRE STATION 4A OLD CENTER ROAD SOUTH
1932-1933 NON-CONTRIBUTING BUILDING

The Deerfield Fire Station is a 20th century vernacular
structure of wooden and concrete block construction. Save
for some lower level concrete block walls, the building is
now sheathed with white vinyl “clapboard” siding. The
building consists of no less than six sections. The one and
three quarter story, gambrel roofed main block is set with
its main facade, the northeast gable end, facing the street.
Covering the rear southwest gable end of the main block is
the rear addition, which consists of three sections, all of
the same depth. The central rear addition is a two story
gable roofed structure. It is flanked on each side, the
northwest and the southeast, by a one story shed roofed rear
addition. Covering the rear southwest end of the southeast
rear addition and much of the rear southwest gable end of
the central rear addition is a one story, shed roofed
storage shed. In the corner created by the storage shed and
the central rear addition is a tall three story, shed roofed

46 SOUVENIR BOOK OF THE DEERFIELD BICENTENNIAL, pp. 49, 51
47 Interview of Joe Sears by David Ruell, December 22, 1999;
“Dedication of Vietnam Memorial Plaque, Memorial Day, May
30, 1988” (brochure)

8 Inscription on Lieut. Meloon plaque

49 Interview of librarian Evelyn Cronyn, by David Ruell,
September 24, 1999
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hose tower, which covers parts of the southwest ends of the
central and northwest rear additions.

The main block has concrete block walls on the southeast
and northwest sides, which are only one story high. Vinyl
siding now covers the northeast street gable end and all
that is visible of the southwest gable. A vinyl covered box
cornice trims the gambrel roof with its flared eaves and
asphalt shingling. (The front gable cornice is red on the
face and brown on the underside, but otherwise the cornice
is white vinyl.) On top of the roof ridge is a large round
metal siren with conical metal cap. The first story of the
street facade is occupied by four large modern overhead
garage doors. The vinyl covered doors each have three
plexiglass windows, all horizontal fixed single pane windows
with rounded corners and plain rubber trim. The plain garage
door frames are covered with red vinyl. Small flags are
mounted above the two end doors. The second story has six
2/2 sash windows with narrow white vinyl trim. Beneath the
two central windows is a painted wooden sign with the title
“DEERFIELD VOLUNTEER FIRE ASS’N” in incised letters. Above
the windows in the center, a modern electric light is
mounted on a large metal bracket. In the gable is found a
tall large rectangular louver with narrow white vinyl trim.
At the apex of the gable is a smaller triangular louver. The
rear southwest gable has no openings except for another tall
rectangular louver and a triangular louver in the apex
corresponding to the louvers on the front gable. The rear
gable does have a tall metal antenna attached to it. Plain
frames, now covered with white wvinyl, trim the doors and the
2/2 sash windows of the northwest and southeast sides. The
southeast side has two such windows and (towards the front)
a six paneled metal door, while the northwest side has three
windows and (towards the rear) a wooden paneled door with a
large square window built into it.

The first story of the central rear addition is entirely
hidden by other sections of the building. The visible walls
are trimmed by narrow vinyl cornerboards. The asphalt



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB8 Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Deerfield Center Historic District
Section number 7 Page 21 Deerfield, New Hampshire

Description (cont.)

shingled gable roof is trimmed by simple vinyl covered box
cornices on the lateral sides and by close vinyl verges on
the rear southwest gable. Only short sections of the lateral
northwest and southeast walls are visible above the roofs of
the flanking northwest and southeast additions.The northwest
wall has no openings, while the southeast wall has three
small horizontal windows, each with a hinged single pane
sash and narrow vinyl trim. The rear southwest gable end
has two openings in its upper level, a 6/6 sash window to
the east and a plain metal door to the west, both with plain
white vinyl frames. The door opens onto a landing on top of
the rear storage shed roof. In the gable is a small
rectangular louvred vent with narrow vinyl trim. Another
metal antenna is attached to the gable.

The northwest and southeast rear additions are very
similar. Both have concrete block walls up to the level of
the lateral eaves and white vinyl siding in their south-
western half gables. White vinyl now covers the plain frames
of their 2/2 sash windows. Their asphalt shingled shed roofs
are trimmed by vinyl covered lateral box cornices with vinyl
covered friezes, and by close vinyl verges on the half
gables. The southeast rear addition has two 2/2 sash windows
in its southeast wall. The northwest addition has two 2/2
sash windows in its northwest wall. Rising from the roof of
the northwest addition is a tall concrete block chimney,
which is strengthened by two metal tie rods attached to the
roof.

The rear storage shed is set on a concrete foundation.
Its walls ar<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>